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News Release

Bayer introduces ForwardFarm in The Netherlands:

New partnership will help advance sustainable agriculture

Monheim/Abbenes, May 10, 2017 – Bayer ForwardFarming, an initiative that works with
independent farms around the world to help advance sustainable agriculture, has officially
introduced its first partnership in the Netherlands. Het Groene Hart, in Abbenes, North
Holland, is an independently owned farm that will work with Bayer and other partners to
implement innovative agricultural practices.
The farm is run by sixth-generation farmer Jasper Roubos and produces potatoes, wheat,
onions and sugar beets on 85 hectares of very fertile polder soil. Digital farming
techniques, such as GPS informed precision spraying, operational safety procedures and
biodiversity enhancement methods are all demonstrated on the farm. Such elements
enable Roubos to take a holistic approach to sustainable farming.
“I decided to participate in the Bayer ForwardFarming program because I want to show
that economic success can co-exist alongside an innovative and responsible
environmental approach,” said Jasper Roubous, head farmer at Het Groene Hart. “I
frequently have productive discussions with partners, community members and fellow
farmers who visit and I’m able to implement new ideas that raise my farm’s sustainability
to a higher level.”
With the ForwardFarming network, Bayer provides an opportunity for demonstration,
dialog and collaboration through integrated crop solutions, proactive stewardship and
partnerships.
“We have lively discussions and debates here among various stakeholders about new
innovations and opportunities for local and global farms,” said Damien Viollet, head of
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Benelux Region for the Crop Science Division of Bayer. “Het Groene Hart serves as a
representative role model for others in the area, and around the world.”
“We are very proud of the work that has already been accomplished at Het Groene Hart,
and look forward to supporting the advancement of sustainable agriculture on this farm,
and throughout our ForwardFarming network in years to come,” added Liam Condon,
member of the Board of Management of Bayer AG and head of the Crop Science
Division. Het Groene Hart is the fifth role-model farm in Bayer’s ForwardFarming network,
which will be further expanded in Europe as well as in Latin America and North America.
The Netherlands: an important player in global agriculture
As the Netherlands is the world’s second largest exporter of agricultural products after the
United States, despite its small size, it is an optimal place to test efficiencies and
environmentally sustainable practices that will help support a food system that faces a
growing global demand.
The country hosted the Global Forum for Innovation in Agriculture this week in Utrecht. An
event celebrating the official launch of Het Groene Hart as a Bayer ForwardFarm was the
perfect way to close the week of discussions about sustainable practices spurred by new
innovation and insights.
Join the dialog by visiting www.forwardfarming.com and following #ForwardFarming.
Bayer: Science For A Better Life
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the Life Science fields of health
care and agriculture. Its products and services are designed to benefit people and
improve their quality of life. At the same time, the Group aims to create value through
innovation, growth and high earning power. Bayer is committed to the principles of
sustainable development and to its social and ethical responsibilities as a corporate
citizen. In fiscal 2016, the Group employed around 115,200 people and had sales of EUR
46.8 billion. Capital expenditures amounted to EUR 2.6 billion, R&D expenses to EUR 4.7
billion. These figures include those for the high-tech polymers business, which was
floated on the stock market as an independent company named Covestro on October 6,
2015. For more information, go to www.bayer.com.
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Note to editors:
A print-quality photo can be downloaded from our website at www.news.bayer.com
TV and multimedia editors can download or order updated film footage about Bayer free
of charge at www.tv-footage.bayer.com.

Contact:
Sophia Paulus, phone +49 2173 38-7023
Email: sophia.paulus@bayer.com
Find more information at www.bayer.com.
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Forward-Looking Statements
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer
management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates
given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at
www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to
conform them to future events or developments.
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